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IELTS
Academic

TOEFL
PB

TOEFL IBT PTE
Academic

Cambridge
English:

Advanced
(CAE)

Pre-2015

Cambridge
English:

Proficiency
(CPE)

Pre-2015

Cambridge
English

scale: CAE
and CPE

(from
2015)

5.5 506 62 46 47 - 162
6.0 534 73 54 52 - 169
6.5 565 85 61 58 45 176
7.0 592 96 68 67 51 185
7.5 615 105 76 74 56 191
8.0 635 112 79 80 60 200
8.5 651 117 84 87 - 205
9.0 664 120 88 93 96 209

English Language Individual Skills Tests
R/L/S/W TWE R/L/S Writing Section

Minimum
Section

Minimum
Section

Minimum
Section

Minimum
5.5 4 14 16 46 N/A N/A 162
6.0 4.5 17 19 54 Borderline N/A 169
6.5 4.5 20 22 61 Borderline Weak 176
7.0 5 23 25 68 Good Weak 185
7.5 5.5 25 27 76 Good Weak 191
8.0 6 27 29 79 Exceptional Borderline 200
8.5 6 29 30 84 Exceptional Good 205
9.0 6 30 30 88 Exceptional Exceptional 209
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IELTS band descriptors:
BAND 5: Modest User – has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situation, though is likely 
to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.
BAND 6: Competent User – has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies, inappropriate usage 
and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.
BAND 7: Good User – has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriate usage 
and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.
BAND 8: Very Good User – has fully operational command of the language with only occasional inaccuracies and 
inappropriate usage. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.
BAND 9: Expert user - has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete 
understanding.


